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TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY 
TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 19, 2015 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Voveris called the November 19, 2015, Town Council Workshop Meeting to order at 2:00 
p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
PRESENT: Council Members Sue Callaway, George Junkin, Tim Saxton, Wayne Schrader, Carol 

Stevenson, Frank Weisgerber, and Mayor Pat Voveris; Town Manager Melvin 
Cusick; and Administrative Assistant Pam Smith 

 
PARTICIPATING BY REMOTE ACCESS:  Leslie Fields, Coastal Geologist, Woods Hole Group  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
FEMA APPEAL – WOODS HOLE GROUP'S (WHG) REPORT ON RESULTS OF TASKS 1 
AND 2.  LESLIE FIELDS OF THE WOODS HOLE GROUP WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR A 
CONFERENCE CALL DURING THE WORKSHOP MEETING. 
 
(Task 1:  Review U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' design study for Bethany Beach and South 
Bethany dune project.  Task 2:  Modeling and flood zone mapping using pre-U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers' dune topography and realistic assumptions for erosion.) 
 
Leslie Fields, Coastal Geologist, CFM, of the Woods Hole Group reviewed the November 18, 
2015, memo from her to Mayor Voveris.  The memo can be viewed on pages 2 – 5 of these 
meeting minutes.  During the review of the memo, Ms. Fields answered questions from meeting 
attendees. 
 
The recommendation from the Woods Hole Group is to proceed to Task 3 to develop a strategy 
for appealing the Revised Preliminary 2015 FIRMs based on consideration of the USACE beach 
and dune project.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD REGARDING THE WOODS HOLE GROUP'S REPORT ON 
RESULTS OF TASKS 1 AND 2. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE VOTE TO DIRECT THE WOODS HOLE GROUP (WHG) TO 
PERFORM TASK 3 AND PROVIDE RESULTS OF SUCH AT THE DECEMBER 11, TOWN 
COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 
(Task 3:  Develop strategy for appeal of Preliminary FIRMs) 
 
Motion and Vote:  A motion was made by Councilman Junkin, seconded by Councilman Saxton, 
that Council direct the Woods Hole Group to do Task 3.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 

 Consideration and Possible Vote to Award Bid No. 15-05 Trash, Recycling, and Yard 
Waste Collection 
 
Council received a memo from the Town Manager which included the following attachments:  
1) Bid Tabulations, 2) Bid Proposals from Republic Services and Waste Industries, 3) The 
current FY 2016 rates (May 1, 2015 – April 30, 2016), 4) Analysis of the costs which show the 
yearly savings and cumulative five year total savings based on the current FY 2016 costs, 
and 5) The estimated cost per household for the five year period which shows a 3% yearly 
increase over the base FY 2017 cost proposal submitted.  This is $66,077.00 less than the 
current FY 2016 costs.  The Town Manager stated that the contract would take effect May 1, 
2016.  The Town Manager recommended that the contract for Bid 15-05, Trash, Recycling, 
and Yard Waste Collection in the amount of $1,638,431.00 be awarded to BFI/Republic 
Services for the five year period. 
 
Motion and Vote:  A motion was made by Councilman Junkin, seconded by Councilman 
Saxton, to award Bid No. 15-05, Trash, Recycling, and Yard Waste Collection to 
BFI/Republic Services for the five year period.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 

 Approval of the FY 2016 Ambulance Service Budget 
 
Council received a memo from the Town Manager with the 2016 Ambulance Service Budget 
and Budget Explanation attached.  The Town Manager stated that the Bethany Beach 
Volunteer Fire Company and the Ambulance Service Sponsors (Towns of Bethany Beach, 
Fenwick Island, and South Bethany and the community of Sea Colony) have approved the 
budget.  The Town Manager stated that the fees for 2016 will remain the same with no 
increase.  The Town Manager said that the Ambulance Service has paid off their loans for the 
first two ambulances which has produced quite a bit of savings. 
 
Motion and Vote:  A motion was made by Councilman Junkin, seconded by Councilman 
Saxton, to approve the FY 2016 Ambulance Service Budget.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 

CANAL WATER QUALITY PRESENTATION TO TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Councilman Junkin gave the following PowerPoint Presentation using the overhead projector.  
Throughout the presentation Councilman Junkin took questions and there was discussion. 
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Administrative Assistant's Note:  Councilman Junkin played the 

simulation in the above slide during the meeting, but playing the simulation 

is not an option in these meeting minutes.  
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COMMITTEE POLICY REVIEW – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE VOTE ON 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO DEVELOP A 
POLICY FOR SOUTH BETHANY COMMITTEES 
 
Mayor Voveris thanked Council Members Callaway, Saxton, and Schrader for their efforts on 
developing a draft policy for South Bethany Committees. 
 
Mayor Voveris said she does not think this is a policy that Council will decide on today.  Mayor 
Voveris thinks this is a policy where Council will have a number of discussions.  This is Council's 
first review. 
 
Councilwoman Callaway led the discussion for this agenda item.  The following changes were 
discussed: 
 
Page1: 
 
Standing Committee definition:  A Committee that carries on continuing Town work expected to 
be greater than one year on a multi-year basis in excess of five years. 
 
Ad Hoc Committee definition:  An Ad Hoc Committee is one created by the Mayor and Town 
Council to address a pressing and separate distinct issue, and will generally have a short term 
period of performance of less than five years one year. Mr. Gross (1 S. 3

rd
 St.) suggested adding, 

After a year, if necessary, the Committee can be reappointed.  Mr. Gross suggested that it is 
not necessary for an Ad Hoc Committee to have a member of the Town Council on the Committee.  
 
Move the committees in the Ad Hoc Committee definition (Charter & Code, Communications & 
Public Relations, and Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge) to the Standing Committee definition. 
 
Page 2, First paragraph, last sentence:  Mr. Gross suggested changing Town Council to Mayor 
and Council.  Mr. Gross suggested that this should be consistent throughout the document.   
 
Page 3, Item 5:  After discussion, Council agreed to think about whether to include this paragraph 
or delete it. 
 
Page 4: 
 
Item 1a:  Council agreed to delete this item and Items b and c would become Items a and b. 
 
B (Tracking of progress toward the Committee's goals and objectives) – Councilman Junkin 
suggested that the items listed should be different for Ad Hoc Committees.  Councilman Junkin 
said that when an Ad Hoc Committee is established Council should establish what the reporting 
guidelines are for that Committee. 
 
Page 5: 
 
Item E:  Councilman Junkin pointed out that the Charter and Code Committee may have a 
problem if the Charter and Code Committee is a Standing Committee.  This lead to a discussion 
as to whether or not membership includes non-voting members.  Councilman Schrader said he 
thinks Membership should not include non-voting members because non-voting members would 
not be counted for a quorum.  There was a consensus to insert the word "voting" before the word 
"members". 
 
Item F:  Mr. Gross suggested that this should not pertain to Ad Hoc Committees.  Council agreed. 
 
Item K:  Councilwoman Callaway said she will send the Committee Participation Request Form to 
Council. 
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Committee Pages: 
 
Budget and Finance Committee Mission/Purpose:  Councilman Saxton said he will continue 
working on revising the Budget and Finance Committee's Mission/Purpose. 
 
Charter and Code Committee:  Councilwoman Callaway will integrate the items under "Process" 
from a previous version into Scope of Work with approval by Chair, John Fields. 
 
South Bethany Canal Water Quality Committee Mission/Purpose:  To improve water quality within 
the South Bethany canal network, with the goal of making the South Bethany Canals 
"Fishable and Swimmable". 
 
Mr. Gross suggested including the Board of Adjustment (BOA) and the Planning Commission in 
the guidelines.  Because the BOA and the Planning Commission are statutorily mandated by 
state law, Council agreed that they should not be included in the South Bethany Committee 
Guidelines. 
 
Councilwoman Callaway will send Council a revised version of the guidelines sometime in 
January.  Mayor Voveris said that possibly Council would wrap up the guidelines in March. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Saxton, seconded by Councilman Weisgerber, to adjourn the 
November 19, 2015, Town Council Workshop Meeting at 4:20 p.m.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 
phs: PHS:2015 11 19 Workshop Minutes Approved 12 11 15 
 
 
 
 


