
 

 

 

TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY 
 

Minutes – Canal Water Quality Committee Meeting  
 May 24, 2013 (10:00am) at the South Bethany Police Station 

 
 Meeting Called to Order At 10:00 am – Members present were George Junkin, Dave 

Wilson, Al Allenspach, Frank McNeice, Pat Voveris and Gene Hendrix, Al Rae. 

 Minutes from May 18, 2012 Meeting – George Junkin – The minutes were reviewed.  

 Diffuser Project – DO monitoring of Petherton & Brandywine – George Junkin 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 Canal Water Quality Monitoring – Dave Wilson 

  

 

 

 Oyster Gardening – Allan Allenspach  More people want to be oyster gardeners.  Al 
will get their names to E.J. Calabala.  They are phasing out the Taylor floats.  During 
Sandy a lot of floats were deposited on dry land after the water receded. They are 
hanging the baskets now.  New spat should be arriving in June.  John Ewart from U of D 
will get them onto shells.  People should get their oysters in July.  You do not need to be 
there to get them.  They just come and take the mature oysters and leave you new 



 

 

 

oysters.  Al noted the oyster gardening requires no maintenance, and a committee 
member suggested to get this word out.  If people realize they can participate without 
maintenance more will step up in this effort. 

 East Side Bio-Retention Areas – George Junkin  George talked to Bart Wilson at the 
SLR Advisory Committee meeting on May 23.  Bart says that Cardo Entrex will be the 
contractor for the East Side Project and that Cardo Entrex will subcontract to Larry 
Trout.  Bart is trying to set up a meeting with the CIB, Doug Janiec of Cardo Entrex, 
Larry Trout, South Bethany, Middlesex, DelDOT and Susan Barton, sometime within the 
next two weeks. 

 Home Owner Education Program 

o Voluntary Disconnection of Outside Showers & Rain Water Down Spouts 
Flyer –  mail to homeowners with pipes – There will be a boat survey on the 
morning of June 8 to identify homeowners that have pipes going into the canals.  
Al Rae and Pat Voveris volunteered to go with George on the boat.  Others are 
welcome.  After homeowners have been identified we will first try to talk to them 
face to face to discuss the issue.  Face to face will save the mailing costs of 
flyers and personalize the message for more effectiveness.  Once pipes are 
modified or known to not allow passage of water into the canals, a committee 
member suggested they be color coded to identify this. 

o Impervious Surfaces Flyer – mail to all homeowners 

o Turf Lawn Flyer – mail to homeowners who live on canals  

 “Volunteers for Cleaner Canals” Program – Clean Up Trash & Debris Jack Whitney 
has volunteered to continue this effort.  We need to get from Jack a list of who the 
volunteers are and which canals each volunteer is covering. 

 CIB CCMP Objective 5 Action D. Examine dead-end canals to determine                       
if any could benefit from low-cost solutions to increase flushing – George Junkin  
The CIB has identified this as an issue that they want to address.  A low-cost solution 
does not mean a Tidal Pump.  George will set up a meeting with the CIB to assess just 
what they are talking about.  As potential projects the following were presented.

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 Funding Allocated to CWQ Committee from the FY 2014 Budget – George Junkin  
$1,000 is allocated to Oyster Gardening,                                                                    
$260 is allocated to putting stand pipes in catch basins                                              
$725 is allocated to putting check valves into storm water pipes that drain into canals   
$2,548 is allocated to diffuser maintenance and energy use.                                  
$10,000 is allocated for match for the east side project grant. 

 Meeting Adjourned at about Noon 

 

  



 

 

 

Figure 28 – Recommendation from GMB 

Report   



 

 

 

The Checkmate Valve designed for inline service fits inside the existing pipe and does not 
protrude into the canal.  Its cracking pressure is less than 2 inches of head pressure. 

 

  



 

 

 

East Side Route 1 Bioretention Areas –There are 23 storm drains in the DE Route 1 east 
side right away.  The charts below are typical, showing the concept to retrofit the east side to 
improve water quality.   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


