
TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY 
 

Minutes – Canal Water Quality Committee Meeting  
 December 11, 2014 at the South Bethany Town Hall 

 

 

 Meeting Called to Order at 2:30 PM – Members present were George Junkin, Al Allenspach, 
Sue Callaway, Jack Whitney, Dave Wilson and Ron Wuslich.  Member present by telephone 
was Frank McNeice.   

 The only agenda item for this meeting was “Develop a list of budget items to be submitted to 
Town Council for inclusion into the FY 2016 Budget.” 

o It was decided that the diffusers should be turned off since they did not appear to cause a 

significant increase in the average dissolved oxygen in the canal.  The committee felt that more 

return from the money could be obtain in other areas. 

o The Committee was advised that $5,000 had been sent to CIB for the Oyster project.  CIB has 

confirmed that it will happen in 2015. 

o The money for water testing meters is underspent by about $3,000 because DNREC loaned us 

some meters.  However additional equipment is needed, such as saline probes, etc.  $2,500 will 

be requested. 

o No funds will be requested for drainage standpipes in the FY16 budget. 

o The Committee was advise that check valves will be budgeted in the SLR committee for FY2016 

to help prevent backflow of canal waters into roadways. 

o Education funding will be requested at $1,000.  A discussion was conducted relative to 

homeowner education.  It focused on how we get homeowners who are grandfathered relative 

to stormwater or outside shower water being piped into the canals to stop the practice.  A 

couple years ago we inspected about 1/3 of the canals for pipes coming from private property.  

There were very many pipes discovered but no follow up occurred to notify homeowners that it 

would be beneficial to canal water quality if they voluntarily disconnect the pipes.  George 

agreed to send Jack the data that had been collected.    

o Dave Wilson presented that the U of D was way behind on processing nutrient samples.  (See 

charts below.)  They are way understaffed.  They do it at no cost to South Bethany, but they are 

more than two years behind.  It would be better if we did not have to wait years to find out 

what is happening in our water.  Dave found a source at the U of MD that would do the samples 



for about $2,000 per year with only about a six week turn around and recommended that we 

reallocate $4,000 that is available from underspending items in this year’s budget to test the 

backlog of samples that are being currently stored at the U of D. 

 On the next page is a chart of the budget decisions that were agreed upon. The red $4,000 listed for 

Nutrient Analysis will come from $2,993 for the Water Quality Testing Meters Line and the remainder 

will come from the diffusers lines. 

 A discussion was conducted about the proposed canal modeling study and the possibility of improving 

water quality by opening some of the dead end canals to the outer bays.   It was agreed to pursue a grant 

to perform the necessary study and to budget $5,000 in the FY16 budget for the Town’s contribution. 

 Two charts on the next page document what was recorded in the meeting (the top chart) and what was 

submitted to Renee (the bottom chart).  There was an adjustment made by Renee in the first line of the 

top chart which is shown in the bottom chart.  Also the new items proposed for FY 2016 were extended 

through FY 2019 and the sums in the top chart do not reflect correctly the numbers that were added into 

the top chart. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM. 
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