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Minutes from Sea Level Rise Meeting with URS 
Monday, May 20, 2013  at  10:00 a.m. 
Location:  South Bethany Town Hall 

 
George Junkin called the meeting to order at about 10:05.  Present were 

 Melvin Cusick – Town Manager 

 Debbie Pfeil and Andy Wishart – Representing URS 

 George Junkin, Dave Wilson, Frank McNeice and Al Rae from the SLR & SS Committee 
 
The first order of business was to approve the modification of the grant proposal to incorporate 
making elevation measurements for the Town, storm water catch basins.  What follows is what was 
approved. 
 
Original Proposed SOW 

 

Suggested Modifications to the Original Proposed SOW: 
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Add to Project Task 1)  Additionally any low spots in the road will be identified and surveyed. 

Add to Project Task 2)  At the locations of approximately 100 +/- 10 catch basins, that exist 

along the South Bethany roads, the catch basin top of grate elevation will be surveyed. A 

commensurate number of interval shots along the bulkheads will be eliminated from the scope 

of the overall survey. 

Original Proposed Time Schedule and Deliverables 

 

Suggested Modifications to the Original Proposed Time Schedule and Deliverables          

Change to 4.  Perform a GPS survey of the existing bulkheads (approximately 11 miles) and 

existing catch basins (100 +/- 10) associated with the roads described in item 3. 
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Next on the agenda was a presentation from URS relative to the Professional services that URS 

could provide to the Town of South Bethany.  This was presented by Debbie who has a 

background in planning and Andy who has a background in Civil Engineering.  Below is a copy of 

a brochure summarizing their capabilities.  
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George Junkin then presented some of the water quality and SLR & SS needs that the Town of 

South Bethany could use some help with.  These included; 

 The water quality topic of “CIB CCMP Objective 5 Action D. Examine dead-end canals to determine if any 

could benefit from low-cost solutions to increase flushing.” 

 The SLR & SS Brainstorming Topics of 

o Raise roads 

o Raise bulkheads 

o Raise lots 

o Raise houses 

o Build raised walkways 

o Build dykes 

o Build canal flood gates 

o Protect underground power cables and transformers 

o Protect storm sewer system, pumps? 

o Protect sanitary sewer system 

o Protect cable infrastructure 

o Protect wetlands 

o Survey homeowners 

o Evaluate elevation data  

o Review/update building code 

o Review/update Town Comprehensive Plan 

o Understand FEMA maps, insurance, rules 

o Understand participation in Community Rating System (CRS)  

URS was also presented with the Mission statement and plan for the SLR & SS Committee as follows: 

Mission Statement 

Given the increasing information about future concerns that coastal communities like South Bethany may face 

from Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge, as demonstrated by Hurricane Sandy in October 2013, the SLR & SS 

Adaptation Committee will:  

 Conduct a SLR & SS Vulnerability Assessment that will identify homes, infrastructure and community 

spaces that may be at risk for SRL & SS. 

 Gather relevant data and expertise to understand the possible hazards and costs associated with SLR & 

SS; 

 Identify potential adaptation options; 

 Evaluate adaptation options; 

 Recommend adaptation options; 

 Develop a proactive reasonable response based on information and research; 

with the overall goal being the future protection of both the property owners’ and the Town’s assets. 

Plan  

 Survey homeowners to determine the cost of damages sustained during Hurricane Sandy. 
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 Use elevation data for roads, catch basins and bulkheads, national and state SLR studies to assess risks 

due to SLR & SS. 

 Review building and zoning code looking for opportunities to adapt to SLR & SS. 

 Identify potential adaptation options. 

 Evaluate potential adaptation options (Cost Benefit Analyses). 

 Develop outreach and educational material particularly focused on cultural acceptance for  changes 

related to home building and retrofits required to adapt to SLR & SS concerns. 

 Survey homeowners to obtain opinions relative to adaptation options. 

 Select adaptation options for submission to Town Council. 

 Develop information for the Planning Commission so that the PC and Town Council may incorporate 

planning issues related to SLR & SS concerns into the Town’s comprehensive plan. 

 Develop information for the Charter & Code Committee so that the CCC and Town Council may 

incorporate changes related to SLR & SS issues into the building and zoning codes.  

 Develop information to improve the Town’s level of participation in the Community Rating System (CRS). 

 

The final items on the agenda were; 

 Discuss where the Town's needs match up to the professional services that URS could 
provide and 

 Discuss potential funding options 
 

Both the Town and URS will look further into the above two topics based on the inputs 
exchanged by both parties during the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at about 11:30. 
 

 

 
 
 
 


