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TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY  

SLR & SS Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 28, 2015 at 10:00 AM  

Location:  South Bethany Town Hall 

 

  1. Call meeting to order George Junkin 

 2.   Status Report and discussion relative to SLR Grant with ANCHOR  George Junkin 

  3.   Discuss Ram's recommendations on the infrastructure prioritization. All 

  4.   Flood Damage Mitigation and Flood Insurance Costs - Handouts Jim Gross 

  5.   What else should we be doing? All 

  6.   Date for next meeting All 

  6.  Adjournment  

 

Agenda Item 1.  George Junkin called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  Members present were 

George Junkin, Jim Gross, Frank Weisgerber, Dave Wilson and Dick Oliver.  Jack Whitney was present as 

an interested homeowner. 

 

Agenda Item 2.  Status Report and discussion relative to SLR Grant with ANCHOR.  The grant is on 

schedule. 

 

Agenda Item 3.  Discuss Ram's recommendations on the infrastructure prioritization.  Jack Whitney 

made the comment that he felt that the infrastructure prioritization should be done after the 

inundation maps are done.  George Junkin made the comment that maybe the prioritization should 

have been done before we collected the elevation data.  There was lots of discussion one what the 

ranking should be.  There was also discussions on how we deal with storm events, if we only look at sea 

level rise.  In the inundation maps do we use mean high water or mean sea level or some other value?  

Which tide gage do we use as a reference; the tide gage in our canals, the tide gage at Ocean City, the 

tide gage at Lewes or some other gage?  Since there was so much discussion confusion, the committee 
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decided that they should meet with Ram, face to face, to obtain his inputs.  [Update;  A lunch meeting 

has been scheduled with Ram in the Lewes/Rehoboth area on November 14.]  Charts that were 

discussed are copied below.  There are a lot of red comments on the charts.  None of the comments 

have been agreed to.  They are here for information since they were discussed.  No decisions were 

made. 

   

   

  

 

George Junkin as given an action item to send to the group a SLR chart that he developed using Ram’s 

approach which goes through the data from the Lewes Tide Gage.  That chart is included below, but 

was not presented at the meeting.  That chart is copied below. 
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Action Item 4.  Flood Damage Mitigation and Flood Insurance Costs – Handouts  -  Jim Gross presented 

what he had and made two additions (FEMA F-679 and Grandfathering rules) to what had been 

presented at the previous meeting.  Jim described what he wanted for the first page of the 

approximately 38 page document.  It was decided that the handout should be in binders available at 

the Joe Hinks’ office for distribution to homeowners, builders, architects, realtors and anyone else who 

was interested.  It was also decided that it should be available on the Town Web Site.  A draft of that 

first page has been created and is shown to document what Jim suggested.  See the next page. 

 

Action Item 5.  What else should we be doing?   

 It was decided that we should meet face to face with Ram Mohan as discussed above. 
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 The possibility for Owen Gechter to 

speak about his CRS presentation 

at our next meeting was discussed.  

He had requested one hour, but 

the committee felt that he should 

be limited to 15 minutes and give 

us the presentation he is proposing 

to give to the public.  A motion was 

made by Jim Gross to invite him to 

speak to us.  It was seconded by 

Frank Weisgerber.  The vote was 4 

to 1 in favor of the motion.  Dick 

Oliver was the negative vote based 

on the fact that he felt that the 

Town should not be bringing in a 

flood vent vendor to give the 

presentation. 

 

Action Item 6.  Date for next meeting – No date was set as it would depend on when we met with Ram 

Mohan. 

Action Item 7.  Adjournment – Motion and second was made at about noon to adjourn.  It passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

 


