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TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY
TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ON FY2017 DRAFT BUDGET
MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 11, 2016
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
Mayor Voveris called the March 11, 2016, Town Council Public Meeting on FY2017 Draft Budget
to order at 6:00 p.m.
ATTENDANCE
PRESENT: Council Members Sue Callaway, George Junkin, Tim Saxton, Carol Stevenson,
Frank Weisgerber, and Mayor Pat Voveris; Town Manager Melvin Cusick; Finance
Director Renee McDorman; and Administrative Assistant Pam Smith
PRESENT BY REMOTE ACCESS:

Councilman Wayne Schrader

REMARKS AND PRESENTATION OF FY 2017 DRAFT BUDGET (TIM SAXTON AND RENEE MCDORMAN)
Councilman Saxton stated that the budget for FY 2017 has gone through a review by the Budget and
Finance Committee with recommendations sent to Council. At the February 26, 2016, Town Council
Budget Workshop Meeting Council discussed the Budget and Finance Committee's recommendations
and other issues raised by members of Council. The result is the FY 2017 Draft Budget being presented
at this meeting. The FY 2017 Draft Budget was posted on the Town's website and paper copies were
available on the meeting sign-in table. Councilman Saxton said to keep in mind that it is a draft and
there could be additional changes made.
Finance Director Renee McDorman projected the Town of South Bethany Budget for FY 2017
PowerPoint Presentation on the overhead projector screen. The PowerPoint presentation was prepared
by Councilman Saxton and Finance Director Renee McDorman. Councilman Saxton (Treasurer and
Budget and Finance Committee Chairperson) reviewed the following information in the PowerPoint
presentation:
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Regarding the street lighting initiative, Councilwoman Callaway stated that she did not remember
the Council straw voting or saying that it would only be based on a comprehensive plan.
Councilman Saxton stated that the Budget and Finance Committee discussed this at its meeting
today and the committee recommends that nothing get spent until there is a comprehensive plan.
Councilman Saxton said this is because the survey results on this issue were comments from
people across town and not just one section of town. Councilman Saxton added that his
recollection from the February 26, 2016, Town Council Budget Workshop Meeting was that
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Council did agree to have a comprehensive plan before putting up street lights. Councilman
Saxton stated that the $6,000 was still in the budget.
Regarding the $10,000 for the CWQC Circulation Study, Councilman Saxton confirmed with
Councilman Junkin that $10,000 was approved for the FY 2016 Budget and therefore the $10,000
for the FY 2017 Budget is probably not a new initiative.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR FY 2017 DRAFT BUDGET
rd

John Stefani (6 N. 3 St.) – Referring to Special Projects – Established to provide monies to be
set aside for long term projects such as Clean Canal Water projects, Bldg. expansions, etc. on
the presentation slide titled FY 2017 Budget Considerations Reserves, Mr. Stefani asked if Town
Hall Expansion would go to a referendum that the people in the town would vote on. Mayor
Voveris stated that it is a substantial project and there is not anything that is going to be done
lightly without a lot of investigation and without bringing it to the public. In response to
Councilman Junkin's statement that a referendum would be required to spend that much money,
the Town Manager said "no" not according to the new policy which he believes is based on a
percentage of operating revenue.
Mayor Voveris reiterated that anything as significant as Town Hall expansion would have public
input and lots of study and conversation along the way.
George Junkin (South Bethany Historical Society Member) – Stated that at the Historical Society
meeting this morning the members agreed that the Historical Society did not need the $1,000
donation from the Town, but the Historical Society members are excited about their joint effort
(partnership) with the Community Enhancement Committee regarding the signs project. After
discussion, Council agreed not to give a donation of $1,000 to the Historical Society in the FY
2017 Budget and for the Town to fund the whole signs project but include the South Bethany
Historical Society as joint participants in the signs project. Mayor Voveris said $500 will go back
in the budget, and what to do with that $500 can be up for discussion at the March 24, 2016,
Town Council Budget Workshop Meeting. Councilman Saxton agreed.
rd

Jim Gross (1 S. 3 St.) – Inquired if the reduction in the proposed Operating Expenses was not
all grant money. Councilman Saxton said two-thirds of the reduction is basically grant money.
Councilman Saxton added that some of it is due to the reduction in the Trash line item.
rd

John Stefani (6 N. 3 St.) – Commented that in looking at the overall budget, the Police
Department is roughly 30 to 32 percent of the overall Town budget, and by the looks of things it is
projected to do some growth. Mr. Stefani asked if the Town ever does any comparisons, not only
with the Police Department, but everything in the Town to see how the Town stacks up against
other jurisdictions of like size. Councilman Saxton said the Town has started to do some of that,
but more comparisons need to be done. Councilman Saxton stated that in this year's budget the
Police Department is pushing $900,000. Mr. Stefani asked how high is the Town prepared to let
that percentage go. Councilman Saxton said that is a Council decision. Councilman Saxton said
it is not just salaries in the Operating Budget it is also the Capital Budget where the Town is
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contributing to cars and other things. Councilman Saxton said it is the same for the Town Hall
side – Capital Expenses are included in order to build true costs.
Mayor Voveris thanked the Town Manager, the Finance Director, and all of the department heads
for putting together a tight sound budget. She also thanked Councilman Saxton for the oversight
he presented at this meeting.
ADJOURN PUBLIC MEETING ON FY 2017 DRAFT BUDGET
A motion was made by Councilman Junkin, seconded by Councilman Weisgerber, to adjourn the
Town Council Public Meeting on FY 2017 Draft Budget at 6:45 p.m. The motion was unanimously
carried.
PHS:Meeting for Public Input Regarding FY 2017 Budget 3 11 16 Amended & Adopted 3 24 16

