TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY CWQC MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 10:00 AM
Location: South Bethany Town Hall
1. Call meeting to order

George Junkin

2. Preparation of CWQC Presentation to Council on future circulation
study

George Junkin

3. Future circulation study

Jack Whitney

4. CIB status on wet pond at Sea Colony

George Junkin

5. Issues at the Anchorage forebay

Jack Whitney

6. Status of Grant Activity at Sandpiper Pines and York Canal

George Junkin

7. Citizen monitoring

Dave Wilson

8. Oyster Gardening

Tony Caputo

9. Public outreach meeting

All

10. What else should we be doing?

All

11. Adjournment

Agenda Item 1. George called the meeting to order at 10:00. Committee members present were George
Junkin, Dave Wilson, Tony Caputo and Jack Whitney. Councilman Frank Weisgerber was also present.
Agenda Item 2. Preparation of CWQC Presentation to Council on future circulation study.
Jack asked why we had to prepare the presentation. George responded that Council had requested it. The
slides for the presentation were reviewed in detail. It was decided that George should try to keep the
presentation to 15 minutes. The results from the review follow.

Agenda Item 3. Future circulation study
Jack reported that he had communicated with three potential consultants who all said that they could perform
the statement of work that he had prepared within our budget of $20,000. A summary of the statement of
work is contained in slide 12 above. No more effort is planned until an RFP is announced for a grant that
would apply to the study.

Agenda Item 4. CIB status on wet pond at Sea Colony
George presented the following status of the wet pond that he had obtained from the CIB, “Larry Trout is
working with DelDOT to develop a task order for his firm, RK&K, to do the design and permitting. Once DelDOT
approves that task order and issues a Notice to Proceed, then a kick-off meeting will be scheduled. The project
will be managed by someone from DelDOT.”
Jack Whitney suggested that we should to talk the CIB and Sea Colony into not doing the wet pond at Sea
Colony and concentrate all efforts to solve the problem at the Anchorage Forebay. George said that the CIB
and Sea Colony had been working on this for over 5 years and would not be at all receptive to the suggestion.
Dave Wilson stated that it would be better to attack the problem closer to the source, which is what the wet
pond does.
Agenda Item 5. Issues at the Anchorage forebay
All at the meeting agreed that the best place to do something to improve the Anchorage Forebay would be to
use some of the area known as “the Loop Canal”. The problem is that Mr. Taylor owns the lots, but is not
allowed to do anything to interrupt boats access to the inundated portion of his lots. This was the result of a
court case decided in 1996. The court case is copied below.
George reported “As far as the Goodie Taylor Loop Canal at the forebay, there have been discussions with
many of the past mayors where Goodie or his son was trying to get by the legal issue. He was willing to trade
property along the Assawoman Canal in Cat Hill for the Town's help. I know there were also discussions
relative to a wet land there but I was not in any of the discussions. I have not heard of any recent discussions
relative to the legal issue. Nothing can happen as long as the legal issue is in place.” Jack Whitney and Frank
Weisgerber volunteered to talk to Former Mayor Jay Headman to get firsthand information on discussions
that Jay may have had with Mr. Taylor.
Another place to expand the forebay is in the DelDOT Rt. 1 right of way. We have talked to DelDOT in the
past, many years ago, and they were not receptive to doing anything.
The Committee was advised that the Inland Bays Foundation (IBF) [not the CIB] has petitioned the DNREC to
have the Anchorage Forebay designated as an MS4. The web site was accessed and projected on the sceen.
On their website http://inlandbaysfoundation.org/municipal-separate-sormwater-system-request/ they say,
“Inland Bays Foundation President Doug Parham announced he has sent Dave Small, DNREC Secretary a letter
requesting the establishment of a Municipal Separate Sormwater System (MS4) and Total Daily Maximum
Loads (TMDLs) be established for the 125 acre catchment area adjacent to the Anchorage Canal in South
Bethany known as the DELDOT Anchorage discharge. Shown below is a photo of the Del Dot Forebay in South
Bethany. This is in response to requests by residents of the South Bethany Township who suffer under the
growing load of enterococcus bacteria and other forms of pollution impacting their properties and
subsequently flowing into our Inland Bays estuary- (Little Assowan Bay and the canal connecting to Indian
River Bay). The Foundation recognizes and applauds the previous efforts of local citizens, DNREC and the
Center for the Inland Bays to remediate the area. The Foundation suggests it is time to ramp up the effort a

notch and provide true relief for the residents of South Bethany and the attached waters of Little Assawoman
Bay.
The Del Dot Anchorage catchment area discharge drains storm water from a 125 acre (mostly impervious
surfaces) catchment area (in Bethany Beach) into the Anchorage canal in South Bethany. From this location it
eventually flows into the Little Assawoman Bay and canal to Indian River Bay. This flow contains oxygen
demanding organic compounds, nutrients, toxics, and pathogenic microorganisms. It also contains wet and dry
pollutants including atmospheric deposition, street refuse, vegetation, motor vehicle emissions and eroded soil.
Safe full body immersion standards indicate 104 colonies of enterococcus bacteria per milliliter. These waters
regularly exceed that level multiples of ten- making full body immersion risky to humans and life threatening to
pets.” Tony Caputo, who is on the IBF Board, volunteered to find out more about what an MS4 means.
Another issue is the lack of maintenance that DelDOT performs on the Forebay. The big issue is that they do
not clean it out regularly. George Junkin volunteered to get in touch with Randy Cole who is in charge of
NPDES at DelDOT. [Update: Randy Cole is no longer with DelDOT. The contact person is now Mark Harbeson.
Following is a copy of the decision made by the Delaware Supreme Court for the Goodie Taylor lots in 1996.
This was not discussed at the meeting but is attached here for future reference.

Agenda Item 6. Status of Grant Activity at Sandpiper Pines and York Canal
The project is on schedule per the schedule below. We expect to get the detail plans by the end of October.

Agenda Item 7. Citizen monitoring
Citizen monitoring is going well. Dave Wilson presented the following.

The problem with taking data is that sometimes it is hard to explain the results. Why is Petherton looking
better? Could it be to some residual effects from the diffuser project???
Agenda Item 8. Oyster Gardening
Tony Caputo presented the following.
“The spat that was delivered to us in the first week of September should have grown considerably. Even though
we got an unusually late start with the spat, mine have turned into oysters with shells about the size of a quarter
and the baskets have become much heavier. For those of you with older oysters, they too should have
experienced further growth. If your baskets have become too heavy to manage let Bob Collins (302-226-8105
x111) know and he will adjust things.
Bob will soon be communicating with you on how to manage your oysters over the winter. For now it is
important that the oysters have some water circulation so cleaning the cages helps them. Cages overburdened
with algae affect the oysters' ability to filter water, grow and survive. For the rest of this year the new oysters
should be cleaned with a hose and not power washer. Older oysters can withstand a power wash. In natural
environments of our bays the algae does not grow as heavy as it does in our cages, so cleaning the cages helps
the oysters grow and survive.
I would like to remind you why we are gardening, the CIB goal is to:
1) prove oysters can grow in the various environments in the Inland Bays,
2) create a “micro-ecosystem” habitat for other marine species that can be studied,
3) give spat a protected environment to grow in for future harvesting by CIB,
4) educate folks on the ecology and value of a healthy oyster population in the Inland Bays, and
5) study the effects of oyster filtration in our environments of the Inland Bays.

The oysters and their ecosystem are also a great entertainment for visitors, especially my grand kids!
The older oysters that the CIB harvests from our cages are used to try to get these mature oyster to grow and
spawn in other Inland Bays environments. There have been some successes, such as placing them in rip rap.
Massive oyster populations were virtually wiped out by the 1980’s due to diseases. Our oysters are immune to
those diseases and the goal is to repopulate the bays with them to improve water quality and ecosystems. A
healthy mature oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water a day; here is a video showing their filtering power
(scroll down):
http://www.cbf.org/about-the-bay/more-than-just-the-bay/creatures-of-the-chesapeake/eastern-oyster”
Agenda Item 9. Public outreach meeting
The committee felt that it would be more efficient to use News Updates to convey water quality information
than to have a public presentation. George took the action to prepare some News Updates with documents
that we have already created. Frank Weisgerber said that he has had lots of questions about how the oysters
are doing in the York Canal. George took the action to get that information. [Update: Marianne Walch reports
that they checked the three cages of oysters for mortality. One cage had zero mortality. The two other cages
had about 20% mortality which was lower than they expected. The cage that had zero mortality had some
tender loving care from the homeowner next to the cage. He washed them quite often. All had been washed
periodically by the CIB but it looks like more washing is beneficial.
Agenda Item 10. What else should we be doing?
Next meeting is scheduled for December 10, 2015 at 10:00.
Agenda Item 11. Adjournment
Jack Whitney made a motion to adjourn. Tony Caputo seconded it. The motion passed unanimously.

